
r u .. pa-budget 0133 

(HARRISBURG,.Pennsylvania)- Budget negotiators are meeting again 
today at the Statehouse in Harrisburg to try to reach final compromise 
on a new state budget. 

The General Assembly and the administration face a midnight Friday 
deadline to have a spending plan in place for the 1989-90 fiscal year. 

All sides in the closed-door talks say they are nearing final 
agreement. 

Governor Casey told reporte�s he is hopeful a deal will soon be 
struck but added there is still a lot of talking to go. 

Negotiators are expected to come up with a general fund state 
budget totaling somewhere around 11-point-seven-BILLION dollars. NO 
change in tax rates is anticipated. 
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(HARRISBURG) governor robert casey today signed bills keeping 
alive the state ethics commission and the state civil service 
commission. 

casey signed the bills during a brief ceremony in the governor's 
reception room -- just days before the two agencies J,Tere scheduled to 
go out of business. both laws are effective immediately. 

the first reauthorizes the state ethics commission for 10 more 
years and toughens the law that governs the conduct of legislators and 
public officials. 

it would for the first time define conflict of interest. it would 
also restrict severance agreements and ban legislators from accepting 
fees for appearances. 

casey said having clear ethics rules and guidelines is important to 
make sure everyone in government will honestly serve taxpayers. 

under the second law-- --- the civil service commission -- which 
oversees the hiring and promotion of 68-thousand state employees 
will be kept alive for seven more year •. 

the proposal will give commissioners more authority to become 
involved in the day-to-day operations of the agency and give them a 
boost in their annual salaries. it also clearly defines permissible 
political activities for civil service employees. 

casey said the law was vital to preserve about four (B) billion 
dollars in federal funding. 
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But their handiwork remains untarnished. Inscribed on the 
walls of the glittering rotunda are some special words. Words 
used by William Penn when he founded our Commonweal th as a 
"noble experiment" in open self-government and religious 
tolerance. In letters at least three feet high it says, "An 
example may be set-up to the nations that we may do the thing 
that is wise and just." 

The state legislature has been wise and just in fashioning 
a new ethics law which really is a model for the rest of the 
country. It can't guarantee the honesty and integrity of every 
single person who works in government. Probably no law ever 
could. But it does create clearer guidelines, stricter rules 
and the ability for stronger enforcement by the state ethics 
commission. So it's a big step forward. 

This law prohibits state and local officials from using 
their offices to benefit themselves or their family members. It 
provides due process·for those accused of conflict of interest. 
It preserves what's best about our current ethics law; but at 
the same time goes even further. 

It makes Pennsylvania one of only two states in the country 
to ban speaking fees paid by private groups to public 
officials. And it provides first time protection for government 
employees who uncover wrongdoing and blow the whistle on their 
bosses. That's especially important to keeping government 
honest and making sure that the taxpayers' money is spent for 
its intended purpose. 

Less than two weeks before he became president, John F. 
Kennedy told the members of the Massachusetts legislature that 
governments at every level, national state and local "must be as 
a city upon a hill, constructed and inhabited by men aware of 
their grave trust and their great responsibilities." 

"For those to whom much is given, much is required," he 
said. "And when at some future date the high court of history 
sits in judgment of each of us, recording whether in our brief 
span of service we fulfilled our responsibilities to the state, 
our success or failure, in whatever office we hold, will be 
measured by the answers to four questions: 

"First, were we truly men of courage .. . 
"Second, were we truly men of judgment .. . 
"Third, were we truly men of integrity .. . 
"Finally, were we truly men of dedication ... ?" 

I believe that when I sign House Bill 75 into law on Monday 
those of us men and women who serve the people of 
Pennsylvania today and in the future, will be much more likely 
to answer, "Yes, we were truly people of integrity and 
dedication." That, after all, is what ethics in government is 

really all about. # # # 








